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CONFIDENTIAL 1 


KENNETH DE COURCY AND THE INTELLIGENCE DIGEST UNITED KINGDOM 


Described by a Belgian publication as a n marchand de 
paniquo" and by Prime Minister Attloc 1f a” help to 
those who wish to confuse ' us and lower our morale % 
Kenneth do Courcy has achieved widespread notoriety 
as the publisher of the Intelligence Digest, 


1* The Intelligence Digest 

The Intelligence Digest is the American edition of a British 
publication which was originally the organ of the Imperial Policy 
Group (IPG), an extreme right-wing conservative organization formed 
in 1934* This group, in the formation of which Kenneth de Courcy 
played a leading role, has frequently implied that it was connected 
with the Conservative Party, which the latter repeatedly denied* 

The IPG was opposed to the League of Nations, was pro-Mussolini, 
pro-Franco and pro- Chamber la in (the Munich pact was hailed as a 
triumph of diplomacy) and strongly anti-Russian, even after the 
invasion of the USSR by Germany* After 1940, however, the publi- 
cation ceased to be the organ of the IPG, but still claimed, mis- 
leadingly, to enjoy the support of a number of prominent Conserva- 
tives in the House of Commons, and the government was on several 
occasions urged by members of the House to take action against the 
publication* Although several responsible Conservatives, including 
the Minister of Information, expressed extreme distaste for the jour- 
nal and felt that it was performing a distinct disservice to the war 
effort, no action was taken against the paper, partly because its 
circulation was extremely small and its audience restricted, De 
Courcy 1 s partiality for the friends of appeasement, and especially 
his intimate ties with Vichy, combined with his thirst for secret 
information, aroused serious misgivings that military and political 
secrets might reach the enemy through his neutral friends, and he 
was closely watched* 

The English version of the Digest has enjoyed an extremely 
limited success* The American edition on the other hand has a grow- 
ing circulation. De Courcy claims a circulation of 100,000, but 
50,000 appears to be a more realistic figure, with only 7 or 8 thou- 
sand paid circulation in the United States* The American Board of the 
digest includes Vice Admiral Freeman (USiJ retired) who maintains cor- 
dial relations with Merwin K* Hart, head of the National Economic 
Council and one of the most vociferous anti-Semites in the country^ 
and de Courcy himself addressed a meeting under the auspices of 
Hart when jno was in the U,S, in 1949* Another board member is an_ 
active adherent of the Anglo-Saxon Federation of America, whose 
periodical Desti ny carries material from the Digest. The Anglo- 
Saxon Federation is the American counterpart of the British-Israel 
World Federation. Those societies believe that the Anglo-Saxons 
are the ton lost tribes and are therefore the heirs of ancient 
Israel, the Chosen People of the Bible* Their adherents are to be 
found among the wealthy. De Courcy himself, whose mother was ap- 
parently German and Jewish, is rarely openly anti-Semitic, but is so 
by implication * Yusuf Bandak, a follower of the ex-Mufti of Jerusa- 
lem has used the New York offices of the Digest from time to time at 
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tho invitation of tho Admiral. 

Do Courcy claims to have a corps of intrepid and selfless agents, 
risking their lives to bring exclusive intelligence to the Digest 
readers* This description of his sources of information seems to be 
completely without foundation* According to highly reliable official 
sources. de Courcy has access to little intelligence which is not 
available to other journalists. H e has good contacts with Russian 
and Polish emigre es and other displaced persons of royalist sympathies* 
lie lunches with ex-Queen Victoria of Spain, Otto von Habsburg visits 
him, and he entertains Ambassadors at Claridges* His information is 
in no sense exclusive, and tho conclusions he draws from his facts 
are regarded in reputable circles as highly unreliable and misguided* 
Early in 1950 do Courcy advertised in an English newspaper offering 
a substantial sum for information about Russia, and ho has made one 
or two startling predictions about Russian atomic production, one of 
which proved to be accurate; but British and U,S. official scientific 
intelligence experts are unimpressed and point to the many items he 
has also published which are known to bo false. De Courcy has a gift 
for concise, colorful writing, and the knack of exaggerating in a 
plausible way the amount of information to which he has access* He 
has no official sources of information whatsoever and no official 
contac bs, although he constantly implies official connections of vari- 
ous kinds* 


2* Influence of The Intelligence Digest 

De Courcy* s influence appears to be confined to the United States, 
where he has obtained a considerable following in certain groups in 
the East. His readers are to be found mainly in tho prosperous busi- 
ness community. Certain sections of tho Catholic Church find him 
sympathetic, and his flair for publicity has secured him invitations 
to speak to such groups as the Naval Staff College at Norfolk and the 
Washington Press Club. In England his stock is extremely low* Hq 
is regarded as a charlatan and dangerously irresponsible. Tho Prime 
Minister, Mr. Attlee, referred to him in the following terms; "I 
do not think we should pay too much heed to some of the alarmist 
stories which arc being spread about, particularly by a paper called 
f Intelligence Digest* which is edited by a gentleman called Mr. Kenneth 
de Courcy* It is Dolieved in some quarters. It maintained in its 
February (i960) edition, that a bomb explosion, possibly a hydrogen 
bomb tost, took place in the Soviet Union on the night of 7 January* 

In its March edition, it said that the Soviet Union" had exploded one 
hydrogen bomb and had two others in stock. As to tho statements of 
alleged fact, the Government* s advisers on scientific matters have 
concluded^ that there was no explosion on tho night of 7 January, arid 
it would seem to be impossible for tho Russians yet to have produced 
tho^ hydrogen bomb. We cannot afford to be complacent, but the dis- 
semination of scare stories and unreliable information of this sort 
only helps those who wish to confuse us and lower our morale. I hope 
honorable Members in all parts of the House will tako tho opportunity, 
whenever it offers, of squashing this kind of report* I assure the 
right honorable Gentlemen that this paper has quite a large circulation, 
particularly, I think in the United States. It is very mischievous. w 

British Security has a comprehensive dossier on Kenneth de Courcy 
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which is. highly classified and is not available to the Foreign Office, 
The Foreign Office regards dc Courcy with active suspicion and its 
missions abroad have instructions to afford him minimum facilities 
when he travels. 


3, Kenneth de Courcy 

According to Wh o * s YJho and other published sources, Kenneth do 
Courcy was born in 1909 at Oldham in Lancashire, tho second son of 
Stephen go Courcy, but there appears to be no evidence to support this 
claim, ,-ie describes his mother as Wilhclmina Schafer, groat grand- 
daughter of tho Marquis d'Olier do Vernouil, a title which has ap- 
parently never existed. A distant relative of Lord Kingsale, Premier 
Baron of Ireland, Stephen do Courcy was an ovangclical who ran a 
mission in Manchester; ho was killed when Kenneth ms two years old 
so that Kenneth was brought up entirely by his mother who lived with 
him until her death early in 1950. Mrs. do Courcy was tho author of 
numerous religious pamphlets. She is thought to have maintained a strong 
hold on nor younger son, and the fact that ho announced his engagement 
s.iortly after her death and ms married tho following August strengthens 
tno report that she was opposed to his marriage. 

Kenneth ms educated privately and attended King's College School 
l°i a time. He travelled extensively as a. young man and in 1930 held 
a Commission in the Coldstream Guards for a fow months. He did not 
servo in any capacity during World War II, but this may have been duo 
to a pnysical disability. The Times Court Circular, in which do Courcy 
announces his comings and goings, reported several times during the 
war years that ho was entering a nursing home for treatment of a re- 
curnng throat ailment, 

De Courcy' s career seems to have begun in 1933 whon ho became 
secretary. to Sir Reginald Mitchell Banks' unofficial committee on 
conservative policy. The following year he took an active part in the 

ff, 10 ” of ^ h ° Il! f r ? rial Poli °y Group, along with such arch-conservatives 
a^Lord xuansiicld, discount Clive, Lord Phillimoro, Victor Raikcs, M.P. ! 
ana Lt* Col. ,..R. Wise. e travelled widely in the following years, 
interviewed Mussolini, Bones, Schuschnigg and King Boris of Bulgaria, 
among ofc.ier notables. Ho also seems to have been connected with a 
kina of travel agency which organized luxurious conducted tours for 
ricn businessmen and introduced them to famous public figures abroad. 

( .ord imnsfiolu appears to have participated in such a trip. De Courcy 
is s ..ill engaged in those ventures and Count Adorn Romcr, formerly 
attached to the Polish Govornment-in- Exile in London, is his prosent 
a ® s °'f ato ln thosc activities. Do Courcy lists himself as Chairman 
f Ria C vra -y> _C?urcy and C<3., Ltd. which is repo.rted to be a chain of 
tobacco shops whose early financing was materially assisted by Lord 
Mansi iold. Some authorities fool that this is the chief source of 
do. Courcy s income. Others claim that he makes his money by his 

and that a company originally started as a travel aroncy in 
1951 by an American, and later taken over by the do Courcy brothers, 
is Dehind the ^Intellige nce D_igost . The late Viscount Charlcmont, former 
minister oi Education _ in dor thorn Ireland is reported to have supplied 
1,000 of tao total 1,500 pounds of the original capital of this com- 
pany. The Review of World Affairs , of which tho Intelligence Direst 
is tho descendant, was. however originally tho organ" of tho Imperial 
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Policy Group, and de Courcy still has sovoral of tho members of this 
o r °up on the board of tho publication, although all connections with 
tho group as such appear to have ended around 1940. 




Do Courcy lives and travels in the style of a very rich man. He 
has a town house in Belgravia, and a country estate called Alderbourne 
Manor in Buckinghamshire. He calls himself Lord of the Manors of 
Stow on^the Wold and Nangorsbury, drives a Rolls Royce, has a private 
chapel in which he was married, and employs a butler and a footman. 

His house is filled with paintings, surrealiste as well as- more con- 
ventional works; he also has two great Danes. He entertains lavishly 
both at his house and at Claridgos, whore Ambassadors , Church digni- 
taries, Army men and refugee royalty rub shoulders at lunch. Ho has 
on more than one occasion visited the Netherlands Royal family for the 
week-end, but his associatos are more generally the emissaries of the 
smaller and more reactionary powers. 

Along with his literary and business enterprises de Courcy also 
interests himself in religious matters* He is an official of numerous 
religious film, publishing and settlement enterprises and has organ- 
ised more than one mass revival meeting at the Albert Hall, as well 
as several smaller and highly select religious week-ends at his country 
house. Although by his own accounts he secured tho patronage of many 
distinguished personages, his meetings do not appear to have been 
an outstanding success and received no notice in the press, British 
press circles, however, have a very poor opinion of do Courcy and 
rarely afford him tho publicity he so assiduously courts. H G has 
often been reported to be a Roman Catholic, but this does not appear 
to bo the caso. He was married recently in his own chapel, and among 
the nmaoro us ^ministers officiating at this ceremony was the Dean of 
Windsor , a dignitary of the Church of England. It seems probable that 
do Courcy is an Anglo-Catholic, and he appears to have close ties with 
tho British xsracliocs. He talks of the imminence of the Second Coming 
as foretold in tho Bible, the recent atomic explosions being the severe 
physical disturbances which wore to precede this event. H e explains 
that the terms used to describe atomic chain reactions are derived from 
the same Greek roots as the words the Greek Testament uses to describe 
fcne manifestations which will herald the Second Coming. He avers 
that the Millenium is at hand. 

In 1950 do Courcy visited the United States and in several 
speeches stressed the need for recognition by the democratic countries 
of resurgent German aspirations and the immediate resumption of rela- 
tions with Franco. Ho praised tho quality of the Spanish armed forces, 
and stated categorically that Spain was the only country which could' 
be counted on by America as an ally in her coming struggle with the 
USSR. In this stricture he specifically included his own country, 
whoso government ho described as "rotten”. He further urged that tho 
United States drop atom bombs on 'the Russian oil fields around Baku, 
since the Soviets wore known to be short of oil. This the U.S. must 
do at once if she is to prevent the USSR from overtaking her in 
atomic production and gaining a lead in this field, as she has already 
done in the field of supersonic and guided missiles, according to de 
Courcy T s own exclusive intelligence. 

^Kenneth do Courcy is inordinately proud of his connections with 
tho Kings ale family and never loses an opportunity to draw attention 
to tnis relationship. He is in fact a sixth cousin seven times removed. 
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ana reliable . sources have reported, that the Kingsales are not at all 
proud of their distant cousin* However de Courcy is apparently the 
guardian of Michael de Courcy, the heir to this ancient ' title. Michael 
;^es with his guardian and works on the Intelligence Digest as an 
apprentice * *o is the grandson of the Resent baron, his father having 
eon silica m action in 1940. Michael’s mother was divorced by his 
father m.1933 and despite the lurid amours of both his parents as 

in tho dlvo rce proceedings Michael appears to have remained 
wibh his mother, losing touch with his father’s family. When the 
father was killed Kenneth de Courcy traced the child and brought him 
to live with him, and in some manner involving the services of many 
lawyers, become his guardian. Michael is still a minor and in the 
summer of 1950 his marriage was postponed at tho last minute because 
ox someone s failure. to comply with the prearranged legal formalities, 
and t no Kmgsalc family announced thoir intention of placing Michael 
in Chancery until his majority in 1951. However, relations between 
tho Kingsales and Kenneth de Courcy do not appear to be badly strained; 
according to an announcement in tho Times Lord Kingsale was present 
at his wedding in August 1950. 

Physically do Courcy is small and slight and unimpress ivc. Ho 
has a ruddy complexion, thick, shiny fair hair and a military moustache. 
001710 of his _ photographs, particularly one he uses .for publicity purposes, 
are quite misleading. Ho affects many of Winston Churchill’s mannerisms 
of speech and grasps his lapels as ho talks. He is a fluent and facile 
speaker _ and . may bo effective in a small group. His platform manner 
is lacking in magnetism however, and he does not carry tho force of 
conviction necessary to sway a largo audience. 
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